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the alleged power of belladonna should have taken possession of the mind of the profession generally, and more particularly in this country, was scarcely to be wondered at, when we consider the quarter from which the recommendation of its vaunted virtues proceeded, and the manner in which the test of its efficacy was required to be determined.
But though apologizing for the feeling at first entertained by the bulk of medical men in regard to the announcement of the prophylactic action of belladonna, we are not to be held as thereby approving it, far less defending the course of procedure which it in some cases engendered; for, on the contrary, when regard is had to the frequency as well as to the extremely fatal nature of many epidemics of scarlet fever, whose Although the discovery of the supposed prophylactic action of bellaBcarlatinse insertio, de quarum autem rerum effectibus, cum non quivis homo necessario scarlatina; subjici debeat, arduum est judicare."?1'raxeos Medicse Universse Praecepta, vol. ii. par. i. p. 221 . Leipzig, 1815. shooting in the abdomen, which she felt most acutely when stretching or bending back the body; she complained of a paralytic stiffness of the limbs with an air of the most dejected pusillanimity, and shunned all conversation. 'She felt,' she said, c as if she could only speak in a whisper.' Her look was dull and yet staring, the eyelids inordinately wide open, the face pale, features sunk.
"Now I knew only too well that the ordinary favourite remedies, as in many other cases, so also in scarlatina, in the most favourable cases leave everything unchanged; and, therefore, I resolved in this case of scarlet fever just in the act of breaking out, not to act as usual in reference to individual symptoms, but if possible (in accordance with my new synthetical principle) to obtain a remedy whose peculiar mode of action was calculated to produce in the healthy body most of the morbid symptoms which I observed combined in this disease. My memory and my written collection of the peculiar effects of some medicines, furnished me with no remedy so capable of producing a counterpart of the symptoms here present as belladonna.
" It alone could fulfil most of the indications of this disease, seeing that in its primary action it has, according to my observations, a tendency to excite even in Reviews.
healthy persons great dejected pusillanimity, dull staring (stupid) look, with inordinately opened eyelids, obscuration of vision, coldness and paleness of the face, ?want of thirst, excessively small rapid pulse, paralytic immobility of the limbs, obstructed swallowing, with shooting pains in the parotid gland, pressive headache, constrictive pains in the abdomen, which become intolerable in any other posture of the body besides bending forwards, rigour and heat of certain parts to the exclusion of others?e. g., of the head alone, of the arms alone, &e. If, thought I, this was a case of approaching scarlet fever, as I considered was most probable, the subsequent effects peculiar to this plant,?its power to produce synochus, with erysipelatous spots 011 the skiu, sopor, swollen hot face, &c.,?could not fail to be extremely appropriate to Reviews.
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but not with regularity, 1 child who had t air en it regularly during fourteen days, another during eight days, and the rest during forty-eight hours.
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month of January, 1801. It appeal's to us that in all probability the limitation of the use of the drug to the cases of scai'let fever, as described by Sydenham* and Plenciz,+ was an after thought, and that, notwithstanding the allusion made by Hahnemann to the similarity borne by the epidemic of scarlatina at Konigslutter to the disease described by Plenciz; for, unquestionably, in the whole length of the article ' On Scarlatina,' as translated by Dr. Dudgeon, there does not occur a single expression whereby we are to understand that his proposal of belladonna as a prophylactic, or as a remedy strictly so called, was to be confined to cases of the same nature as those which occurred in that epidemic. X Were any further proof of this (than the absence of any restriction) required, we think it supplied in the fact of Hahnemann, in his first publication, expressing his belief " that a similar employment of belladonna would also preserve from measles."? Now, no one will pretend to urge that a closer resemblance subsists between measles and scarlatina, than between that disease and the mUiaire pourpree, which, if it were really not a variety of scarlatina, must have very closely approached it in character, before so many observant physicians could have been deceived. In our opinion, then, the plea of want of success on the ground of dissimilar diseases being treated under the belief that they were alike examples of scarlatina epidemics, does not hold good; for, first, there is no proof of the disease treated by Raminski, Teuffel, and other physicians, not having been a true scarlatina; and second, Hahnemann himself did not confine the virtues of belladonna to scarlatina, but extended them to a disease whose characters are by a still longer way removed from it than the miliaire pourpree?namely, measles.
It has been contended, and this argument is referred to by Professor Henderson, that in instances of failure, another drug than belladonna, dulcamara for example, may have been used. Now, we beg to submit that if this idea is allowed to have any weight, it must be permitted, in Reviews.
of the prophylactic at the end of every seventy-two hours is, therefore, strongly insisted upon, and (though he has mentioned longer intervals) appears always to have been acted upon. He never allows seventy-two hours to pass without the administration of a dose, though, if the epidemic of the disease be very violent, he counsels the safety, if children could bear it, of giving the second dose twenty-four hours after the first, the third dose thirty-six hours after the second, and the fourth forty-eight hours after the third; thereafter to let the subsequent doses be taken every seventy-two hours until the end, in order that the system may not at first be taken by surprise by the miasm. + At the same time, cases of scarlet fever had been known to have occurred in one of the houses nearest the place of this boy's residence; and but a few days before the attack we are presently to notice, the writer had been consulted in regard to the adoption of any measures which it might be expedient to put in force, seeing the disease, for which all directors or governors of such institutions stand in great awe, was then visibly within a few hundred yards.
[Jan. The very accuracy which attended Mr. Bell's experiments, the evident care and attention he paid to all the particulars in connexion with them, makes his experience one of peculiar value; and we have little hesitation in saying that his " excellent" paper will continue to be regarded alike an authority condemnatory of the so-called prophylactic action of belladonna, and on the general treatment of the disease. It is our opinion that experience has altogether failed to recommend the employment of belladonna, and that now we should be prepared to abandon the practice,
